
The English Lake District and Beyond

UK approaches to World Heritage Cultural 
Landscapes







World Heritage Committee Decision 
11th Session (1987)

The Committee wished to leave open its decision on this 
nomination until it had further clarified its position 
regarding the inscription of cultural landscapes.



World Heritage Committee Decision
14th Session 1990

….The Committee discussed this case in detail and, 
although many members showed great interest in 
including this property, no consensus could be 
reached…. 



Summary of Statement of Outstanding 
Universal Value

• Continuing agro-pastoral 
tradition of great antiquity

• Influence of/on Picturesque and 
Romantic Movements

• Influence on conservation 
movements:

• National Trusts
• National Parks
• World Heritage Cultural 

Landscapes



St Kilda

• Natural site only in 1986

• Cultural criteria as Cultural 
Landscape not recognised until 
2004



Blaenavon Industrial Landscape



Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew



Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape



Ironbridge



Stonehenge and Avebury





Blenheim



Studley Royal and Fountains Abbey





City of Bath



Maritime Greenwich



Frontiers of the Roman Empire: Hadrian’s Wall



Dorset and East Devon Coast



Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal



Derwent Valley Mills



Protection by designation and consent

Cultural Designations

• Scheduled Ancient Monuments

• Listed Historic Buildings

• Conservation Areas

• Registered Parks and Gardens

• Registered Battlefields

Natural Designations

• National Parks*

• Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty *

• Special Areas of Conservation

• National Nature Reserves

• Sites of Special Scientific Interest

* covers landscapes



Spatial Planning

• Almost all development requires planning consent

• Planning consent should be granted according to policies in Local 
Plans

• Local Plans should contain policies for protecting both cultural and 
natural heritage

• Harm to heritage assets of the highest significance should be wholly 
exceptional

• World Heritage properties recognised as being of the highest 
significance



Setting

• Protection of heritage assets should extend also to their setting

• Defined as:

The surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. Its 
extent is not fixed and may change as the asset and its surroundings 
evolve. Elements of a setting may make a positive or negative 
contribution to the significance of an asset, may affect the ability to 
appreciate that significance or may be neutral (NPPF, Annex 2: 
Glossary). 





Activities not covered by planning system

• Agriculture and forestry do not require planning consent for changes

• Changes in either can have big affect on Cultural Landscapes

• Beneficial ownership by e.g. The National Trust can help

• Major management mechanism is use of the Common Agricultural 
Policy agri-environment payment provisions to support farmers to 
farm in certain ways

• e.g.
• Support to hill farmers in the Lake District
• Arable reversion to pasture at Stonehenge and Avebury



Issues in managing Cultural Landscapes

• Clarity of understanding of significance of property

• Clear objectives for desired state of particular Cultural Landscape

• Development pressures urban and rural
• Transport infrastructure
• Renewable energy
• Housing
• Mineral extraction

• Changes in agricultural practice

• Disasters e.g Foot and Mouth epidemic 2001; plant diseases

• Tourism 



And in the future ….

• More of the same

• Climate change affecting vegetation which characterises Cultural 
Landscapes

• Abandonment of optimal farming because of lack of support

• Pressure to apply mitigation measures within Cultural Landscapes or 
their settings:
• Renewable green energy
• Switch from pastoral to arable farming because emissions are 

fewer

• Rewilding to change landscape character to support biodiversity




